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through corruption, a large proportion of
the nominal revenue would never leave the
pockets of their subjects. It may, indeed,
be argued that both in Burma and in India
the native rulers, bearing this fact in mind,
fixed rates of taxation which to some will
appear severe, if not harsh. It was not
the nominal rate so much as the actual
incidence which they would consider. Be
this as it may, the new rulers had no com-
punction as to the equity of collecting to
the utmost farthing the taxes first imposed
at the hands of the Burmese kings.
Sufficient for them that the impost had
been collected, with whatever short-
comings or laxity, by the native rulers
whom they superseded. A well-known
Indian judge once exclaimed that he was
there to administer, not justice but the
law; even so in matters of taxation it
has not been the equity of an impost, but
its legality, which forms the major
premise in each proposition. With the
improved organization and closer check on
subordinates even the dullest fanner and
labourer has begun to understand all that